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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

A PLEA FOR SCIENCE IN AMERICA.

Tot a young and aspiring nation, before which
attends an-ever-widening historic vista, it is «f the
.tint moment rightly to choose its idok, A« «o a

TouBff no. sfoatsoa of Mr shrine* IrtM tiie
whole current of hie eardM*urs«, sotlftti* iMae*
of a jvmm nation's lov* and reverend# itfWd a
criterion whereby to foreknow its future'. Never
did nation furnish such incentives to assume the
prophetic rhythm as does this body politic «tf Uni¬
ted Stoles, in membership of which we live. The
scenes-enacted with theatrical -rapidity on the bust-
ling area of American We seem dreara-Hke and
phantasmagorial when compared with the sober
pages of olden history; yet history exhibits no

more solid-limbed reality than are these unstudied
outgushings of vitality and adolescence. Which¬
ever way our national purposes tend, thither will
our progress be, and formidable indeed must be
that obstacle which can long frustrate any settled
intent of a nation eo vital and 'impetuous as ours.

Hitherto our national strength has been chiefly
^spent in the pioneers battle.in forest taming and
*ield conquest, in mill building, and road construc¬
tions, in erecting a physical and political home,
meet for the heir-apparent to earth's fairest estate.

During her natal century, America is to 'fix and
predesticate countless centuries of her future de¬
velopment. Hard work and strenuous endeavor
is the lot of her young life, and from this stern

schooling must spring that positive and high-striv¬
ing character which will exalt her to pre-eminence
among the nations. We ought fully to realize that
among the great America is soon to be the greatest,
since with this " manifest destiny" is also allied a

manifest duty* It is our duty to excel not only
in acres, lakes, rivers, grain, cattle, and steamboats,
but in all those lofty moral and intellectual attri¬
butes which, amid the dying years, die not. Be¬
ing, whether we will or no, sponsors to unborn
generations, we cannot blamelessly be insignificant.
We live not only to mean something and do some-

thing for ourselves, but to radiate influences which
shall struggle on to time's remotest verge. The
greatness of America must not be that of the ele-1
phant, massive and adipose, nor should any pan¬
theon of antique ideals furnish our model of her
future. She must grow true to herself and no

reproduction of a fossil.
Let our choice of idols be made in view of our

national position and prospects ; of what we really
are and what we ought to be. A State is not made
great by those idolators whose first worship is to
wealth, station, or notoriety; who sell souls for
houses and furniture; who prefer spoils to recti¬
tude, or seeming rich to being honest. Lung ona.eh
has man worshipped carved wood and stone, and
bowed the knee to Baal or the neck to Juggernaut.
Long enough have nations chased phantasmal glory
through fields of slaughter. Let there be an end
to the worship of bad idols. We are now sum¬

moned to nobler services, the doing of whieh shall
waken paeans of unmixed joy through the vast hall
of future time.
Among the many pathways of endeavor which

lies invitingly open to America, there is one of
eminent promise to ourselves and to the whole fra¬
ternity of man. Henceforth, in our creed, let alle¬
giance be confessed to that true science which is
the sworn interpreter of God's thoughts and pur¬
poses, as embodied in creation. We are stimulated
to the cultivation of science, in all its wide diversity
of spheres, by every motive of patriotism, philan¬
thropy, ambition, and interest. No observing mind
can fail to perceive how thoroughly our systematic
knowledge of Nature is entwining itself through
all the highways and byways of common life.
And if this be true during the very youth of sci¬
ence, who can say what manifold ministries will
be rendered as it grows to full maturity J An almost
unrecognised worker in the secluded* lanes of life,
with no bravery of apparel or splendors of circum¬
stance, Science, like a new Ceres, has poured out
her gifts on man, lavishing them with such profu¬
sion that gratitude and even recognition are but
phlegmatically tendered.

Yet,it is not for praise or profit alone that the
true artist of science lives and labors. His soul is
alive to the grandeur of his vocation. It is enough
to fire even dull spirits with somewhat of high
purpose, to dwell in that close communion with
God's own thoughts and doings which is the very
atmosphere of him who, with pure heart and single
thought, interrogates nature. Science, rightly so

called, is but the systematic truth as it is in nature ;
which in turn is but the embodiment of God's
chosen thoughts. The natural philosopher is such
only in proportion to his skill in deciphering that
Divine love which is, as it were, vitalized in the
universe of matter and spirit. The soul of man is
made great by striving for good and exalted ends.
Creation lies before us, full of meaning, full of all
that the most divine of men would long to know ;
but creative wisdom has shrouded that lore in de¬
signed obscurity, that man might become strong and
noble of soul by his very efforts after knowledge.
Man's mind can have no nobler exercise, none
more conformed to divine intent, than when thus
8lruggling for insight into nature.
Of ail things human, science alone will be im¬

mortal on tlte earth. The memory ofhuman deeds
dies, man s proudest monuments crumble away,
and even the Iliad already lives only as a toad in a

rock. But the profound generalities of a Newton,
a Lavoisier, or a Cuvier have the wide world for
their area, all ages and nations for their witnesses,
God for their author, and eternity for their duration
Each passing age, with solemn mockery, consigns
its thousands of heroes and statesmen to immortali¬
ty ; but the foliage of their glory is deciduous, and
our memories are saved the fearful porterage. Yet
that man who thinks great thoughts, fitted to grow
into the life of our race, though mortal both in body
and in name, leaves on earth a fountain of undying in¬
fluence. It is the eminent prerogative of science
that all its true and able votaries contribute to an

intellectual temple, which must stand forever, be¬
coming shaped during the ages more and more into
the likeness of God's great thought.
On thy soil, America, hath science already trod¬

den with faltering and uncertain step, not yet re¬

cognising that henoeforth her home is to be here.
Here, in this land of man's new youth, where
thoughts, feelings, and hopes are young; where the

temper of man is confiding and confident; where the

audacities of hifh-wrought fancy so quiekly become
the sobrieties of fact; where the excelsior spirit
makes the ultimatum of to-day the antique of to¬

morrow ; where the sublimities of nature make
man sublime and his life poetic; here shall science
ere long fix her habitation, gathering the noblest of
nature's nobility into the phalanx of her votaries.
Great men shall be in our midst to whom the mys¬
teries of iwrture shall give up their secrets, and the
powers of nature become gentle ministers. A new

intelligence, a new morality, a new religion shall
be developed in the life of man. Peace will reign,
not merely for economy's sake, but because of a

nobler and more loving human heart; of a spirit
chastened and exalted by higher knowledge. A
hundred years will not pass ere America shall have
outdone all nations in her benefactions to science;
in bringing philosophy and life into right relations ;
in htraiaoiziiM tad energising man through every
agency of intellectual supremacy and natural know-

(ITdiaMi uMMMae«#te not Wholly false, it be-W
it. conception Of H* j

jriHo government'# people
'has ever yet fully comprehended the capacity of
science to serve man, nor indeed is it likely that
the philosopher's most over-wrought dream equals
the possible fact. The beginnings of all great sci
entific benefactions have been clouded with opposi
tion and stupid ridicule. Of all requests preferred
the last to receive a hearing, has been that of the
single-minded man of science, whose whole soul is
in doing that which makes man powerful and na

tions great. The discoveries and inventions stifled
in our own land by ignorant distrust, withering in¬
difference, and malignant opposition, would be
worth a thousand-fold more to man than the fruits
of all the millions sunk in ware and political frauds
since our national birth, it should disgrace a states
man not to know that a great discovery in science
is worth more to mankind than even a Buena Vis
ta or a successful election. A few weeks since
Daguerre quietly passed from his earthly home and
mission. Mankind gave him a few thousands of
dollars during his life; he gave mankind an art of
value beyond the power of money to requite. Go
to a log cabin in our Western wilderness, you will
find that its pioneer-inmates, on leaving the loved
ones of their youth, procured through this art pre
cious images of those whom they were no more to
see. Those few plain cases are volumes of rich
poetry to their solitary hearts ; and how well are

they studied 1 Wheii a thousand years are passed
Buena Vista will be a doubtful legend, but daguerre¬
otypes will still, in some form, bless every house¬
hold, and aid the affections of every heart.
The value and claims of science are not to be es¬

timated solely by its ostensible fruit. Discoveries
come often from the most neglected and hopeless
fields. Perhaps greater than its economic value
is the worth of that loftiness of soul which its right
culture cannot tail to give. Science must, above
all, be kept free from every taint of venality. It is
almost the crime of a Simon Magus to study nature
and philosophy only to compel their service at the
shrine of mammon. There is a holiness in the
scientific pursuits of a pure-minded man which in¬
dignantly shrinks from the profanity of sordid mo¬

tives. No man worthy the philosophic stole can

forget that he belongs to a fraternity oC-the greatest
ana noblest spirits. Could he fall below his apos-
tleship, could he for a moment desert his fealty to

pure truth, he should expect scales to cover his in-
niiiJ eyes, Ulld ever mor# to lv a aclf-loailieu

apostate.
In fine, let science be now to this nation an ob¬

ject of high ambition, and let its culture henceforth
engage a larger portion of our strength. Let us,
while we bid it good speed, watch and strive to keep
it true to its mission of beneficence to man ; and let
us take good heed that no conjurations of mam¬

mon be permitted to drive the living spirit from its
consecrated temple. E. B. H.

THE 8TEAM8HIP MI3SI88IPPI.
The following extract from a letter written by

an officer appears in the Albany Evening Journal:
StKAMBHIP MISSISSIPPI, NBA II SmTHKA,

Acocst 24, 1851.
A sad condition we are in. I am bo fatigued with hard

work that my letter must be brief. We have been aince half-
rlO P. M. of the Slat aground within aix miles of Smyr-

and with our bead-spara overlooking not only the dry-
sand beach, bat a Turkish fortification. It has never been
my experience in naval life to witneas ao strange and unuaual
an event as tbat of a large ship with her bows driven high up
on to dry land by her own momenlum. We are in a predica¬
ment which, at thia time, is especially unfortunate, as it may
reault (from the loas of time) in preventing us from getting
Kotsath. The ahip ia very uncomfortable, and we are all
employed in the various duties necessary to a releaae. Most
of the weight on board has boen discharged in veaaela and
lighters, and there appears at thia hour (9 o'clock P. M.)
but little prospect that we shall float for forty-tight boura to
come.
The scene around us was truly novel. Five large steam¬

ers.three EngKth and two Austrian.and a Freneh brig-
of-voar, were tugging at us. The beech under our bows
waa covered by Greeks, Turks, Arabs, and two or three
harems, and the walls of the fort covered with apologiea for
eoldiera. At every freBb endeavor of the steamera to trig ua

off, anap went a hauser, until finding we had not a rope left
we were abandoned to our own reaourcea.
To morrow we take our guna out. It will require many

days after we are afloat to put all thinga to righ's. We have
heard nothing from Constantinople, but hope to on Tueaday".

Mr. and Mrs. Marsh (our Minister) passed us yesterday
in a steamer on their return from Beyrout. They will pro¬
bably go to Constantinople with us.

P. S. 25th.. fVe got off this morning at 10 o'clock.

THE POSr OFFICE DEPARTMENT.
From the first record of the Post Office Depart¬

ment, Benj. Feanklin, P. M. G., the following
abstract is made :

Alxxavrkia,Va. Post Orrica, Joaiah Watson. Amount
of postage collected from February 24th, 1776, to June 12ib,
1778, £63 16s. 5d. Virginia currency.
Gsohoxtowjt, Mb. From January 5tb, 1776, to July

13th, 1778, £14 12s. 3jd.
Urrra Mablbbo', Ma. From January 6th, 1776, to

January 14th, 1778, £19 14a. Od.
Colchkstsb, Faibpax Coubtt, Va. From January 5tb,

1776, to June 23d, 1778, £11 19s. 9d.
Dompbibs, Pbiitcb WniiA* Cocbtt, Va. From No¬

vember 6tb, 1776, to April 20th, 1779, $56 14s. 5^d.
Falmoctb, Va. From January 5th, 1776, to Auguat 24tb,

1778, £*2 18a. lOd.
The books of the Department were then kept by

Benjamin Feanklin himself, and are still preserved
among the archives of the Department, in his own
handwriting, when the whole force of the Depart¬
ment was the Postmaster General, at a salary of |
.1,000 per annum. The present Postmaster Ge¬
neral is assisted by nearly two hundred subordi¬
nates in the Department, and nearly thirty thousand
scattered throughout the country.
8tbaxsi Co*bcct..Aa the 5 o'clock P. M. train oi the

Morria and Essex railroad, on Friday, was proceeding up at a

rapid rata between lbs two depola at Orange, a man waa aetn

lying directly across the track. The engine waa inatant-
ly reversed and the brakea applied, juat in time to avoid
running over him, when be jumped to his feet aad ran away,
making motions of derision to the engineer while doing so.

[A man might play tbie game too often.)
A Southerner deeeribiog Philadelphia stya that it ia . place

where all the servants are engaged in washing the pavements,
and all the maatara and mistresses riding in omnibuses. (

GLIMPSES or MEN, THINGS, aitd PLACES.No. 80.

Bootiiiat, Lincoln Coosir, (Mb.)
Scptkmbkr 24, 1861.

Here I am to-day, « away down East," on the
rock-bound coast of Maine, in old Lincoln county,
which more than any other county in the United
.Niates is entitled to the name of 44 nursery of sea¬

men," and which annually builds more vessels than
any other county in the United Sutes, with the ex-

ception perhaps of New York. The scenery around
me contrasts strongly and vividly with what I
witnessed last week in the crowded city of Boston,
amid the gay and gorgeous scenes of the grand ju-
bilee. How, like Aladin's lamp, steam jumps dm
from one place to another, and passes the whole
country like a grand panorama rapidly before our view! We
go to sleep at night in one State of the Union, and awake Id
the morning in another, a hundred mile* away. May w«

not, in (1m vrondevfol diseovariea sad improvements in science

gue that we eooMwith our limited faculties and perception*
comprehend in some degree the omnipieaence of the Deity.
We are ourselves, in some cense, omnipresent io thought, as

far as our koowledge of things or of the universe extends.
Cowper thus puts the sentiment into the mouth of Selkirk on

his desolate island.
.' When I think of my own native land,
" In a moment I seem to he there."

But not in thought only j we have a sort of omnipresence
among all the objects of tight, as far as oar vision extends.
Whatever we see we are in some sense with, and have some
knowledge of it. The telescope enlarges this kind of our

omnipresence. It carries us to the mountains, valleys, aod
volcanoes of the moon. It brings up innumerable unseen

atars from the depths of space and carries us to them. Hu-
man skill may doubtless yet improve the telescope far beyond
its present powers. But the human eye might have been
constructed by the Creator with powers ot vision infinitely
beyond any supposed human improvement of the telescope.
If the eye had been constructed so as to reach all objects in
the universe, we might, so far as knowledge of things by
sight is concerned/ be considered omnipresent beings. But
the powers and faculties, of which our senses and scientific
improvements are but types and shadows, belong to the Crea¬
tor in his own essence and in infinite degree. Our reason,
therefore, msy seem in this way to comprehend faintly the
omnipresence of Deity.

But I am off the track.I was to speak of things seen, and
not of the unseen. I left Boston on Monday evening, at five
o'clock, in the steamer John Marshall for Portland. The John
Marshall and the steamer St. Lawrence belong to the Port
land and Montreal Railroad Company, and form a regular
daily line, except Sundays, between Boston and Portland to

connect with the road. They are good boats, well conduct¬
ed, and carry a large amount of passengers and freight. The
fare is but one dollar, which induces many to take the boat in
preference to the railroad, which charges two dollars from
Boston to Portland. And there are many others who prefer
the boat to the cars, even at the same cost, aa it ia lesa fatigu¬
ing and more free from the annoyance of dukt. We reached
the pleasant city of Portland about four o'clock in the morn¬

ing, where I had intended to make some stop, bat, finding the
smart little steamer Thomas F. Secor ready to atart at aeven

for Damaacotta river, I concluded to defer my look at Port¬
land tilt my return, stepped on board the Seeor, and arrived
at my present locality yesterday noon, nineteen hours from
Boston.

of ,he word Damascott. I know is not accord¬
ing to the commo., u.nge, r u L. .

is the true and proper one. It is the Indian name of the
river, and I waa informed many years ago by an intelligent
gentleman ofMaine, who had the best means of knowing the j
fact from the natives themselves, that the Indian pronuncia¬
tion of the word was Damaacotta. But when it is known
that many of the early European settlers in this part of the
State were Irish, it may readily be understood how the Irith
brogue might, and undoubtedly did, change the word to Da-
mariscotta. The Irish word found its way into general use

and crept into all our books. But a return to the soft,
smooth, delicate Indian pronunciation would certainly be de-
sirsble and a triumph of good taste.

This town, Boothbsy, lies on the seaboard between the
Sheepacot and Damaacotta rivers; snd a bay opening into
the land, midway between the mouths of the two rivers, forms
one of the beet harbors on the New England coast, common¬

ly known to sesroen as "Townsend harbor." It ia easy of
access, has good depth of water, and safe anchorage. It ia
much visited by coasters as a retreat from storms and rough
weather at aea, and more than a hundred vessels are some¬

times seen at anchor here at once, which have run in to pass
a stormy night or to wait a favorable change of wind or wea¬

ther. There are probably fifty coasters and fishermen in the
harbor now, thirty or forty of which are within view of my
preaent writing. Most of these came in yesterday, to escape
a southeast storm which prevailed with considerable severity
last night. This harbor attracted the attention of the first
settlers of this part of the country, and a ridge of land on the
eastern side of the harbor was selected for a city ? a charter
waa granted from the English Sovereign, aod a site for a large
city waa surveyed and regularly laid out. But that city ne¬
ver waa built, and the aite ia still covered with wild spruce,
hemlock, and juniper. In our Revolutionary atruggle this
harbor waa much visited by British shipping. Capt. Mowet,
who burnt Portland, (then called Falmouth,) made thia piit
hie principal rendezvous for the best part of a year. It was
from here he took bis departure with bis little fleet when he
sailed to PorUand, drew up before the town to bombard it, and
aent a despatch on shore that he would allow two hours " to
remove the human specie" from the town.

There is a scattered villsge, containing perhapa a hundred
fsmilies, sround the msrgin of the harbor, whoae principal
business is connected with the fisheries. One schooner with¬
in sight of me ia now unloading her "fare" of nine hundred
quintal*, and spreading them on the ««flakea" to dry. These
flakes consist of light small brushwood, spread on poles (leve¬
led two or three feet above the ground. The fish art split
open and aalted on board the vessel as they sre caught. They
are then spread singly upon these flakes, where Ihey have a

free circulation of air around them, and with two cr three
days drying in a good sun, and two or three tarninga,the fish
are " made," and ready for market. Nearly half th« exten¬
sive coast of this county, with its numerous harbo*, bays,
creeks, snd rivers, is more or less fringed and bordired with
thaw fish flakea. It is the fisheries which have ma<fe Maine,
and especially Lincoln county, such a great and successful
"nursery of aeamen."

I »sul this county bui'ds more vessels, more tornage annu¬

ally, than any other county in the United States. This work
is spread over a large extent of aea aod river c*et. First,
we have, in the western part of the county, Kenwbec river,
upon which are the towns of Phipsborg, Georgrtown, Bstb,
Woolwich, Bowdoinbaoi, Richmond, and Pulsion, all of
which are ship-building plsces. There are novj on the stocks
on the Kennebec upwarda of thirty large shi|«, from three
hundred up to fifteen hundred tons burden. Nearly bslf of
these belong to Bath, which is a wealthy, growing, business
plsce. A doten miles to the eastward of thi Kennebec we

come to the Sheepacot river, upon which |/e the towns of
Wiscaaaet, Edgecomb, aod Alna, that do ertDethng in ship¬
building. For s time, before the last wa| with England,
Wjtcaseet was one of the leading commercial jmts in the
.Itale. It now, however, retaina but faint traces it. ancient
commercial gloiy, and derives its chief importane from be-
i°f a shire town, in which the aeaaiona of the lav courts are

bald.

Proceeding half a dozen miles fuither eastward, and peaa-
ing ow the harbor and creeka of Boothbey, we come to P*-
m.»ta ii*er, and here we find the flourishing townaof New¬
castle tod Damascotts. Tbeae two towna lie opposite each
other on the river, fourteen or fifteen milea up from ita mouth,
and ait connected by a bridge. They are both thriving til¬
lages, and much noted for their ship-building. A few milea
further eastward we come to Thomaston and George'* river,
what* many vessels are bnilt and owned ; and still onward a

(aw milea farther we reach Rockland, formerly Eaat Thomss-
ton, at the mouth of Penobecot Bay, which ia also a flmriih*
log place with considerable shipping. Going up the bay we

oe$<«6iae to Waldoborough and Warren, both large ship-
oMM and ship-builders. Waldoborougb perhaps may rank
Mil to Bath and Damaacotta for ship-building in the county.
From Jhi« brief view of towns and localities it may readily be

Lincoln county contribute* a very important part to
roe of the country. And when it is rsoeltocted

counties io Maine, York, Cumberland, Waldo,
ajad Wwhw^eo, all. lie up«a-ft* *e»-

ill iwngr that Maine
as the third U nat the second State in

__ Union. Wa know not what changes the commerce of
the World rosy work in the coming century on the Pacific
coast, but on the Atlantic the Empire 8tate muat continue to

be without a rival; and the great extent of sea-c^ast of Maine,
with her numerous rivers, baya, and harbors, and the enter-

priae and induatry of her population, will make her tho se¬

cond commercial 8late of thia mighty Republic, which ia
shortly to become the leading commercial nation in the world.

BIRD'S-EYE.

HAVANA NINETY YEAR8 AGO.

Meura. EniToas : At a time when so much is said about
Cuba, and some people are still of opinion that Havana is not
hsrd to take, I hsve thought you might de«m it worth while
to publish the accompanying account, take# Irom a history of
the reign of George tbe Third, published in 1810. It shows
that nearly ninety years ago John Bull found it not easy to

take with a powerful combined naval aid military force.
R. E. K.

.« \ fleet, under the command of Admiral Poc< eke, sailed
from Portsmouth on the 5th of Marcb, 1768, having on board
ten thoussnd land forces under the command of LorJ Alba-
matle. Thia fleet was joined near Cape Nicola by a part of
that which had been so successfully employed against Mar¬
tinique ; the whole, when combined, amounted to nineteen
sbips-of-the-line, and eighteen o' inferior size, while the
transports smounted to nearly one hundred and fifty.
"As it was of the utmost importance to resch their place o

destination before the commencement of the rainy season,
Pococke proceeded by a narrow passage, known by the name
of the « Old Straits of Bahama,' which is seldom passed by
any vessel, and never perhaps by a fleet of such magnitude.
The length of this channel is about seven hundred miles, and
the whole is narrow and difficult. Yet, such waa the confi¬
dence of the admiral that be would have favorable weather,
that he entered it, with the whole fleet, uaing the precaution,
however, to send before him several imall vessels to examine
tbe passage as he approached. His good fortune equalled his
expectations, and in niae days he paased ihe Straits.

.. On the 5th of Juoe they arrived before the Havana, the
place of their deatinstion. An attack had not been im-
media oly foreaeen, yet the the place waa well prepared for a

vigorous defence ; end tbe Spanish ships of war, which were
intended for the West India service, lay in tbe harbor and con¬
tributed much to accelerate auch extraordinary preparations
as were necessary.
"The entrance of the harbor, which » narrow, ia defended

by two forts, one called Puntsl, on the side next to the town ;
the other, of uncommon strength, is situated on the aide oppo-
eite. Even the town itself is well fortified, being surrounded
by a rampart, bastions, snd a deep ditch. The vesaela sta¬
tioned in th^ harbor had been careful to render the entrance
as difficult as possible, by laying a strong boom from one aide
to It»« «<*>«., and sinking several ahipe behind it.

- 4» re»ofuv.-~ i-v-J. forces to the east¬ward of the place, in order to attack the Moro, iu® gtcai fort,
which in truth comaunded the whole surrounding country ;
tbe fleet sailed to the west in order to conceal their intentiona.
" Thia atrategem proceeded, and on the 7th of June the

troops landed without opposition. While the piincipal part
of the forces undertook the siege of the Moro, the remainder
advanced some distance into the interior to blockade the town
and other forts.
" The command of the siege was given to Gen. Keppel,

that of the blockading division to Gen. Elliott.
" Hardly any thing can be imagined more arduoua than

the aiege they had just undertaken. Nature heraelf aeemed
to preclude every p'ospect of succrss. The aoil was so thin
upon the rocks that it was by no means sufiScient to cover tbe
approaches. They were compelled for this purpose to have
recourse to bigs of cotton.. The artillery waa dragged over

rocka to the batteries where it was lo be used ; a vertical sun
rendered tbe fatigue excessive, while to water could be pro¬
cured except from s distance, and that was so scanty that the
greater part was furnished by the fleet.
" W hen all theee circumstancea are considered, we can

hardly be surprised that many of the soldiera dropped dead
from excessive fatigue. All these obs acles yielded to the
peraeverance and activity of tbe British ; nor did the enemy
ahow le?s courage in the defence. To (he number of fifteen
thousand tbey made a bold attempt to drive away their a*a 1-
ants, but were repulsed with a losa of three hundred men.

«. To aid the land forces, three British ahipe of war joined
in cannonading the Moro, but without makiDg any other ap¬
parent impression than that of attracting to themaelves a great
part of tbe fire of the fort; they suffered aeverely and were

obliged to retire. The chief battery which the Britiah had
erected caught fire (being of wood) and waa conaumed ; one-

half tbe land forces and a very great number of the seamen
were already aick. To add to these misfortunes, a reinfoece-
meat which waa expected from North America did not arrive
at tbe time fixed upon ? and, above all, the hurricane season

was at no great distance, when theiT float would be expoeed
to destructive storms, and it would be impossible to carry on

their operationa. At length a aupjly of proviaiona arrived
fron Jamaica., and a reinforcement ao long expected from

York. The miners effected a breach in the wall, and
by this, though hardly practicable, it was resolved to storm
th4 pUoie They accordingly mounted tbe breach, and,
though opposed with the utmost bravery by the Spaniards,
they forced their way into the place. Don Louie Velesco,
theGovernor, formed a amall entrenchment around h'acensora,
plated himself [there with a hundred men, nor could be be
pemiaded to yield till the greater part of hia brave companions
had fallen t be then with reluctance offered hie sword ; but
before it could he received a random shot deprived him of ex¬

istence. On the 10th of August ihe batteries were ready to

open their fire on the town, and on the 14th the British took
possession of it."

A BAHKsa's Donok..A story is current here, of a little
sharp practice on the part of the Cashier of the PcopL't Bank
of Paierton, which ia too good lo be lost The morning
this institution failed be came into town, expecting to make
arrangements to go on ss ususl t but bis egent here very pro-
perly refuaed to redeem the bills unless supplied before with the
needful, which was not for hcoming ; and the Cssbier accord-
insly atarted on hia return to make preparations for closing
the bank. On arriving at Jersey City h« found quite a num.

her of brokers collecled. who bad got wind of tbe trouble, and
were on their way to Paterson to secure, if possible, the re

demptton of Ihe bills in their hands. The train start¬
ed, tbe hungry bill-holders seated in the cars, and the Caahier,
who ia President of tbe Railroad Company, atanding with the
engineer on the locomotive. After a ron of a few miles, the
bolt by which tbe engine drew its burden we* quietly w th-
drawn, and the locomotive, carrying the Cathier, ahot on¬

ward to Palerson, leaving the cars to follow at their leisure.
As soon as he had taken leave of hi' passenger, the engineer
put beck to bring up the train, and f >und it at a dead atand in
an interacting locality, where the peaeengers had abundant
time and opportunity to examine the scenery and cool tbe
fever of their impatience. When the train reached Paterson
the score of brokera ruabed to tbe bank, but found it closed,
with an intereating placard attached to the door !

[ New York Journal of Commerce.

Tobacco iw Wisconam..'The Watertown Chronicle
atates (hat some twenty acres in Jefferson county have been
cultivated for tobacco, and with ths most complete success,
demonstrating conclusively that the aoil and climate of that
poetirm ol Wiaconsin ere suited to ibe growth of thia plant.
The average profit of the crop ia eetime«ed at fifty dollar* per
acre. A gentleman in Milford, who baa raieed six acres from
Cube sod Connecticut seed, eays that he hae never seen the
plant grow more thriftily in Cobs than it does upon hia o«n»

plantation.

PROCLAMATIONS OF 1838 AND 1851.

Our higher-law neighbor of the Union and others
of his party, who have lately been so ready to de¬
nounce the President for his Proclamation in regard
to the invaders of Cuba, seem to have forgotten that,
on a former occasion, when there was a real up*
rising of the people against the Government of a
nation with which we were at peace, and that people
received the sympathy of a large number of the un¬

ruly spirits in this country, some of whom had ac¬

tually gone and others were about to go and join
the insurrectionary forces, the then Executive of
the United States, whom it had been the pride of
the Democratic party to elevate to his exalted po¬
sition, issued a Proclamation which was precisely
similar in its tenor to that issued by President
Fillmore in April last. A number of the persons
who made themselves obnoxious to the Proclama¬
tion of 1838 were sentenced to be hong by court-
martial i o|M or more o4" Ui«m, if ww Tenwaabwr
rightly, actually suffered the extreme pwoity;
others were banished for a long period to penal
colonies, from which some of them only returned
years after these troubles were over and had oeased
to be spoken of; and yet we fancy our neighbor
was not at that time heard denouncing the then
President because he did not interfere to preserve
these unfortunate and deluded men from their dis¬
mal and ignominious doom.

In order that our readers may see the similarity
of these documents, we lay before them the Pro¬
clamation of President Van Buren, certain portions
of which we have italicised, and the whole of which
is as follows :

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. S. OF AMERICA.
A Proclamation.

Whereat there is loo much reason to believe that citizens
of the United Siate», in disregard of the aoUmn warning here¬
tofore given to them by the proclamations issued by the bx-
ecutive of the General Government, and by tome of the Uov-
ernora of the States, have combined todistuib the peace of tlie
dominiona of a neighboring and Iriendljr nation : And where¬
as information hai been given to me, derived from official and
other aourcea, that many citizens in different parts of the
United States are aaaociated or associating for the same pur¬
pose : And whereas disturbances have actually broken out
anew in different parta of the two Canada* : And whereas a

hoatile invaaion has been made by citizena of the United
States, in conjunction with Canadians and other#, who, alter
forcibly seizing upon the property of their peaceful neighbor
for the purpose of t fleeting their unlawful designs, are now
in arms againat the authorities of Canada, in perfect disre¬
gard of their own obligations as American citizens, and of the
obligations of the Government of their country to foreign
nations.
Now, therefore, I have thought it necessary and pnper to

issue this proclamation, calling upon every citizen of the
United States neither to give countenance nor encouragement
of any kind to those who have thus forfeited their claim to
the protection of their country; upon those misguided or de¬
luded persons who are engaged in them, to abandon projects
dangerouato their own country, fatal tothoaewhom 'hey profess
a desire to relieve, impracticable of execution without foreign
aid, which they cannot rationally expect to obtain, and giving
rise to imputations (however unfounded) upon the honor and
good faith of their own Government ? upon every officer, civil
and military, and upon every citizen.by the veneration due
by all free men to the lawa which they have assisted to enact
for their own government.by bis regard for the hoqor a^d
reputation of bis couutry.by his love of order and respect
for that sacred code of lawa by which national intercourse is

regulated.to use every effort in bis power to arrsai for trial
and punishment every offender against the laws ptovtdtng for
the performance of our obligations to the other Pewers olthe
world. And I hereby warn all those who have cngag'd in
these criminal enterprises, if persisted in. that,
may be the condition to which they may be reduced, theyJi, no, expedjkt
virtuous
policy unu/m.""- YJ

_. . rhave, in difiance of the known wishes and efforts of their
own Government, and without the shadow of justification
or excuse, nefariously invaded.

Given under my hand, at ihe city of W aahington, the 21stjday of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and thirty-eight, and the sixty-third of the indepen¬
dence of the United States.

.By the President: M. VAN BUREN.
Joair Fobstth, Secretary of State.

In the same connexion, it is remarkable, too, that
ajournal which played a part like that of the New
York Sun on the occasion of the late melancholy
expedition to Cuba, and which finds so able a co¬

adjutor in the editor of the Union, should not have
been able to recollect and act upon a recommenda¬
tion which the first-named paper promulgated at the
time referred to. In an article from the Philadel¬
phia Gazette, quoted by the National Intelligencer
of December 22, 1838, we find the New York
Sun complimented for the following language :

.. It is due to humanity that future stories fur effect respect¬
ing the Canadas, and their disposition to revolt, should be
frowned down. Let them be received, from whatever source

they may emanate, with caution and distrust. God knows
that we are no enemies to the spread of republican institutions
and privileges ; but trifling with men's lives, as poli ical edi-
tora trifle with men's suffrages, ia a much more serious af-
fsir. The cold-blooded cruelty and unfeeling calculations
which put life and happiness in one scale and a theory in the
other, should be everywhere stamped with the impress of its
truly diabolical character. If the Canadian people desire a

change, let them find it out for themselves, and assert their
intentions for themselves. Foreign interference or the con¬
tinued machinationa of exiled refugees can only protract a

struggle to the destiuction of the weaker party and the misery
of the atronger."

-

A Rckawat Bamioaoo*..Not a little amusement of
that kind which is dear to the gossips of a quiet country town
was afforded in Luigan, on Monday laat, by the audden exit
of a bridegroom from the civil altar of matrimony, bis pursuit,
capture, aid ultimate committal to the connobial bonds.
On the day stated a bridal party, in full trim, and all, with

the exception of one of the " principals," prepared for the
due celebration of the ceremony, a-sembled in the office of the
registiar, and the worthy official was just about to proceed
w.th th se legal offices which the wisdom of our legislators
hss prooounced as effectual as the religious ordinance itself,
when, to ihe amazement of the fiiends and the distraction of
the fairfiancee, the bridegroom suddenly "bolted," and made
off. No sooner was his object msde known to the bewilder-
ed senses of the party, than it was determined he should not
be allowed to shirk hie engagement, if possible; and accord-
ingly he was chased through the str»e s by a motley crowd of
friends and strangers, men, women, and children joining in
the "tallyho," which made the welkm ring. No crim nal,
ho are vi r, pursued by the emissary of the law, ever took to
hishetls with greater alacrity, and the ..chase" at length
succeeded in obtaining temporary refuge in a tallow-chand¬
ler's store, amongst the implements and materials of one of
the roost savory of our native manufactures. His retrest being
invaded by the crowd, he resolved to sell, not his life, but hia
liberty, dearly » and, accordingly, he ensconced h'mself be¬
hind a large vat, filled with the hot greasy liquid of which
candles are made, and began most liberally to ladle out its
contents upon the persoos of his pursuers. This unexpected
resistance did not, however, succeed ; all the grease he had
distributed failed to enable him to slip through the fingers of
the enraged as ailants, who, after they had secured him,
dragged the reluctant benedict, in " melting mood and with
rueful countenance, back to the registrar'a office, amidst the
shouts of derision with which his emergence to the light of
day was greeted. The fair bride, who, in deep dudgeon, had
left the office afier the ungallant desertion of her " intended,
was sent for, and escorted in triumph to the side of the delin¬
quent , a keener watch was kept of comse upon his move¬

ments, leet he ahould make a second bolt t but be remanedpassive until the indissoluble knot was firmly tied. I he
"happy (') pair" then retired with their friends, but it waa
aoroe time before the excitement of the spectators subsided.[Belfast (Ireland) News Letter.

To.o*to, (Capaba,) 37.-The [nsp^ fJene-
ral, the Pos.ma.ter General, and the Commissioner of Crown
Land, bsve resigned their oAcea and sssts m the CdHoet.
It has not yet transpired whether their rewgnstioos are ac

oepted. The whole Cabinet is expected to resign.

AURORA BOREALIS.

Messrs. Editobs : There wu a most beautiful dsphy of
northern lights at about 11 o'clock on Monday night laat
and, aa none of our city papers have noted it, 1 priaotne that
a ahort deacription of ita appearance will not be without
lamest.

In the eaily part of tLe evening.immediately after twi¬
light.the aky pretested a fiery red appearance, aeen through
the interstices of the dark clouds, which aoon obacured the
entire northern half of the heavens. A abort time before H
o'clock theae cloud* were diaperaed by a strong and vary cold
wind from the northwest, and there waa diacloaed a ecene

which could not be surpassed in beauty and eabiimity by any
which mortal eyea are permitted to behold. 8lreemera of pair
yellow light appeared to atretch from every point of lb*
northern horizon to the zenith, where they were united in a
luminous semi-circle. Tbeae atreamera were very clearly de¬
fined, and bad at timea a rapid but yeiy irregular undulatory
motion. They wen perfect throughout their entire length*
with faw exception*, and ware of a unifurna color, veriegatad
miW UMMid tka aortkaa^ tthia^ imm «*>»

.ad horizon, waa preaihtad the wy Mappearanee observed
in the early part of the evening.
The light caat on surrounding objecta waa of the intensity,

and reeembled very much the light of the full moon. At die-
tinctly marked intervsls, flushes or wavee of brilliant fight
would ascend with uniform velocity from the horizon to
the zenith. Filing the eyea steadily on the (aminoua acmi-
circle over head, tbeae fiuahea reeembled tbe eftot of sheet
lightning on white summer clouds. Thie beautiful scene was
visible for about a half hour, when the dark storm cioods
came ruahing on again from northwest, and bid it forever from
our view.

I am not sufficiently versed in meteorology to account for
the variable motion of the lights, real or apparent, ( >) usu¬

ally obeerved in such appearancea, but, in thia instance at
least, it seemed to myself, and several other observers, to de-
pend on and variate with tbe wind, which at the time waa
blowing in strong irregular gusts. W. C.

Thus* Fobks, (Taiur.) Sift. 17, 1851.
In the Intelligencer of the 30th ultimo "Theory" and

" W. Errel" account for tibe motion of the pendulum in
Foucault's experiment on grounds and reaaoning that do not
hold good in practice. Without endeavoring to give a solu¬
tion of the problem, I wish to inform them that I had a twenty-
eight-feet pendulum in operation about the firat of July for .
week or ra ire ; that I usually started it in a direction eaat and
west, and that it invariably changed to aoutheaat and north¬
west, which ia in direct variance to their theoriea. With .

view to elicit information, I will suggest to thoae who have
the opportuni'y and leisure the propriety of teating the expe¬
riment with a surveyor's compaas, by using a very finely-
balanced needle, destitute of polarity, and arranged ao as to
produce the leaat possible amount of friction. Respectfully,

W. L. WiTiaa.

THIRD AUDITOR'8 AND PEN810N OFFICES'.
During tbe past menth of September the number of Certi¬

ficates sent from the Third Auditor's to the Penaion Office
waa 9,657.
From tbe Pension Office during the aame month 6,125

warrants were iatued, making in all, up to the 2d instant,
45,711. A less than the usual number of warranta were iarued
during the paat month by reason of a portion #fthe force of tbe
Bureau having been employed in closing up and performing
other work, conaequent on the change ia the chief clerkship.

Dkstrvctios or Deao Lettebs..On Wedneaday morn¬

ing Mr. Swsrtzeman, of tbe Dead Letter Office, deatroyad
one hundred and sixty-four f ve-bushal bage of dead lettere,
tbe accumulation of three months. The* were all emptied
into a ravine near the Wa»bl»»'<m National Mtan** * ..

given iw iuc names.

The Australian Gold Stories..The Liver¬
pool Times, speaking of the Australian gold disco¬
veries, says:
" A person writing from the spot states, as a poaitive fact,

that where one peraon ia lucky and finda twenty or fifty
pounds in one lump, fifty persons are only earning ten shil¬
lings per day, and forty-nine scarcely earning their ration*.
Aa yet it appeara that geld baa only been found in tbe bed of
a creek twelve miles from Orange, the creck being twelve
yards wide and forty yards long. Below thia spot and above
it tbe precious metal has only been diecovered in email pep¬
tides insufficient to pay for miners' provisiona ; and aa two
thousand persons were already c <ngregated at this spot, be¬
sides daily arrivals, expectations were entertained that thie
locality would be speedily exhaueted. On the other ban^
parties entertain a be'ief that gold will be found in most of
the country, and that new dlgginga will be daily discovered"

ONE OF MANY CA8E8.
The New Orleane "True Delta" of tbe ltfth instant

saya that it has a letter from Mrs. Eliza F. Dorr, depict¬
ing, in very feeling language, ber bereavement acd destitu¬
tion, her hvsband, John M. Dorr, having left, as she alleges,
on the Cuba expedition, as in erpreter to Col. Crittenden's
command, leaving her and her six children entirely unpro¬
vided for. Since then she slatta ber miafortunee brought
her to extreme want, her furniture being taken by aome con¬

stable on an execution, and herself and little ones exposed oo

the bare ground; from which afflicting condition Sheriff
Lawia benevolently extricated her.

A Numzaous Familt..The Richmond "Despatch?*'
aays : " We saw Blaasingham, the father of some twenty-
five or thirty children, a day or two eince, moving aroend
the city, clearing the lamps, with bia red flannel ahirt on,
and carrying bia ladder on bia back, looking as happy as if
there was not a care or trouble to disturb his peace of mind.
He bad five sens who fought through the Mexican war, and
came back aound and well. He lives happily with hia second
wife, learna his numerous progeny to read and write, and
cleans the lamps at a dollar a day."
Ax Active Judos..Since Sir John Romilly took hia

si at in the Roll's Court, on the 16th of April laa', be hae
cleared off every portion of the bueine*a of the court. He has
dixposed of ninety causes and rehearinga ; one hundred and
ooe further directions, pi -as, demurrera, and exceptions ;
twenty-five claims, th'ee special ca-e*, one hundred and sixty
petitions, b«ide« short anO consent petitions. Judgment has
been given in every instance, with a aingle exception, io
which it was thought that by delaying a decision the partic*
may be brought to an amicab'e arrangement.

Gbbat Swimmeb..A letter from a correspondent of the
London Morning Chronicle at Vienna says: " There is a
man here who offers to stake from 500 to £1,000, against
all comer*, tha* he will awim from Dover to Calais m the
month of Auguat or September ; the money to be deposited
beforehand with a London banker. He has already swam,
according to his own account, from Vienna to Presburg,
down the Danube." Perhaps he is a second Nicholas with
web hand* and feet.

New Swiit Potato..We made reference the o:her dsy
to a new variety of the sweet poisto, believed (o bave beeu
brought from soa<e part of South America. Superiority aa io

size, flavor, dfcc. was claimed for it over all other kinda. We
suggested that it wen probably the VI e*t India yam, which
growa in most tropical countries, and is frequently met with
in the vegetable market here. This has brought a note from
an esteemed correspondent who knows something of this neva

variety, and he intimates thst we shall soon have an oppor¬
tunity ourselves ofjudging of its merits. " The f«et ia," he
aaya, " the root is different in growth and every quality from
every one we bs*e here, and I, as well as many who have
tas'ed them, consider them entirely superior. They grove
either in tbe sbspe of a thick yam |H>tato or like a turnip.
great proportion of the lirge rise in that form. For my own

per', I consider them the most elegant root oo a table that I
know of when prepared aa the Irish potato ; and to me they
teem a connecting link between a fine mealy Irish and a sweat

potato.".Mobile Hrrald.

A young and amiable lady, Mies Simon a, waa thrown
from a horse whicb sSe was riding a lew daja ago, in D-dfcsi
rille, Iowa county, Wisconsin. Her foot bung in the stir¬
rup, acd she was dragged several rods, kiting her kwtantly.


